‘CONNECTEDNESS’: ADVANCE INFORMATION SHEET

BOOK FACTS
Author: Sandra Danby
Publisher: Beulah Press
Book title: Connectedness
Series: Identity Detective #2
Publication date: May 10, 2018
Editions: paperback
Genre: contemporary women’s fiction
Pages: 342
Keywords: family, adoption, art, romance, Spain, mystery, Yorkshire
Paperback ISBN: 978-0-9931134-4-4
ARCs available at: Net Galley

BOOK DESCRIPTION
TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD, ARTIST JUSTINE TREE HAS IT ALL… BUT SHE ALSO HAS A
SECRET THAT THREATENS TO DESTROY EVERYTHING
Justine’s art sells around the world, but does anyone truly know her? When her mother
dies, she returns to her childhood home in Yorkshire where she decides to confront her
past. She asks journalist Rose Haldane to find the baby she gave away when she was an
art student, but only when Rose starts to ask difficult questions does Justine truly
understand what she must face.
Is Justine strong enough to admit the secrets and lies of her past? To speak aloud the
deeds she has hidden for 27 years, the real inspiration for her work that sells for
millions of pounds. Could the truth trash her artistic reputation? Does Justine care more
about her daughter, or her art? And what will she do if her daughter hates her?
This tale of art, adoption, romance and loss moves between now and the Eighties, from
London’s art world to the bleak isolated cliffs of East Yorkshire and the hot orange
blossom streets of Málaga, Spain.
A family mystery for fans of Maggie O’Farrell, Lucinda Riley, Tracy Rees and Rachel Hore.

EARLY REVIEWS
5* “I read Sandra Danby’s first novel, Ignoring Gravity… although this is a follow-on
novel from the first it could equally be read as a standalone. Danby does not rely just on
the story of the search carried out by her identity detective, Rose Haldane, but builds up
a detailed and believable picture of the life of her main character, Justine. Well written
with realistic characters and the setting out of the story in a carefully and balanced way,
I would highly recommend this novel.” Alexa Barber @ Goodreads
5* “I read and loved this author's debut, Ignoring Gravity, the first in the Identity
Detective series, and so I was waiting eagerly for the next book in the series. And wow,
did it deliver! Connectedness is perfection, a masterpiece. A beautiful book on so many
levels. The title and the stunning cover drew me in and the prologue took my breath
away. I had to read on to know why, what, who. I felt for Justine - her ache, angst, grief,
her quest for answers - all so realistic, so sensitively portrayed. The writing is so very
evocative bringing to life the settings and the characters so vividly for the reader. I
thought the author's debut was exceptional but with this one, she has lifted the bar. I
cannot wait to read her next. Highly recommend this amazing book and series to
everyone.” Renita D’Silva, author of Beneath and Indian Sky and A Mother’s Secret
4* “There are deep thoughts on life and surroundings that are recognizable to all of us.
Eventually [it] all comes together in a heartfelt ending. Connectedness is a gripping story
of love, loss and the human struggle to be your one true self. An amazing read.” Linda
Druijff @ Goodreads
4* “Sandra Danby does it again, only this time, I felt she did it better. It could have been
that I was able to connect more with Connectedness than the first of this series, Ignoring

Gravity. More so in the sense of her reflections of her parents. My children are getting
older, and while I try not to think too hard about what they have hidden, are hiding, and
will hide from me, I expect it because I was once young and did the same. There is no
such thing as total transparency between child and parent. I believe that. This is the
second novel in the ‘Identity Detective’ series. However it can be read as a stand-alone,
though I don’t recommend it because the tie-in is very well done and beautiful. You
would be shorting yourself the importance of the moment. Justine’s life, art,
surroundings, and relationships are both realistically detailed and engaging. In truth, it
doesn’t stop there. The other characters are equally as enjoyable to read and play a
crucial part in Justine’s journey – past, present, and future. A fantastic read.” Hope
Sloper @ Word Gurgle
4* “In this book Justine Tree, a renowned collage artist, asks Rose Haldane to search for
the daughter she had given up for adoption. The characters are all well-rounded and the
story switches from Spain in 1983 to England in 2010. Danby writes well and her well
thought-out novel takes the reader on a journey primarily through the relinquishing
mother's viewpoint.” Barb Rohde, Australia
4* “A very good book… The style of writing is really good, the characters are interesting
and well designed. Recommended.” Anna Maria Giacomasso, Italy
4* “The research carried out by the author shone through with well-rounded characters
and lovely touches of detail, rather like accessories which make an outfit or room feel
polished. Recommended to those who appreciate a well-written story.” Rosie Amber,
UK

ABOUT THE ‘IDENTITY DETECTIVE’ SERIES
Rose Haldane, journalist and identity detective, reunites the people lost through
adoption. The stories you don’t see on television shows. The difficult cases. The people
who cannot be found, who are thought lost forever. And each new challenge makes Rose
re-live her own adoption story, each birth mother and father, adopted child, and
adoptive parent she talks to, reminds her of her own birth mother Kate. Each book in
the ‘Identity Detective’ series considers the viewpoint of one person trapped in this
horrible dilemma. In the first book of the series, Ignoring Gravity, it is Rose’s experience
we follow as an adult discovering she was adopted as a baby. Connectedness is the story
of a birth mother, her hopes and anxieties, her guilt and fear, and her longing to see her
baby again. Sweet Joy, the third novel, will tell the story of a baby abandoned during The
Blitz, and how the now elderly woman is desperate to know her story before it is too
late.

WHAT NEXT FOR THE SERIES?
Sweet Joy starts in 1940 as a baby is found alive in a bombed house in Twickenham after
one of the worst nights of The Blitz. The house is shut-up and unoccupied, its owners
moved to the countryside for the duration of the war. So why was a baby left there,
alone, and what happened to her parents? Decades later, when Rose Haldane moves to
Twickenham she cannot understand how she has acquired a stalker, an elderly woman,
who watches from across the road. Except the woman is not stalking Rose.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Sandra Danby is a proud Yorkshire woman, tennis nut and tea drinker. She believes a
walk on the beach will cure most ills. Unlike Rose Haldane, the identity detective in her
two novels, Ignoring Gravity and Connectedness, Sandra is not adopted.

ABOUT BEULAH PRESS
Beulah Press is a small UK publisher of paperbacks and ebooks specialising in
contemporary women’s fiction written by Sandra Danby.

PUBLICITY
Experienced journalist. Advance publicity includes early reviews and guest interviews
by book bloggers booked from May-August 2018. Sandra Danby is available for
interview, reader events, talks or readings.

LINKS
Author website: http://www.sandradanby.com/
Twitter: @SandraDanby
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/sandradanbyauthor
Goodreads: http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6563021.Sandra_Danby
Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/sandradan1/
Read an extract of Ignoring Gravity: https://amzn.to/2H87lIj
Read an extract of Connectedness: https://amzn.to/2H4OMok
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